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great London association (page 398). A question of more general 
interest is that of the influence, if any, of the Reformation upon the 
mediaeval craft societies. Many writers are of opinion that certain legis- 
lation of Edward VI put an end to the mediaeval societies — that the 
later " companies " were new creations. But in Hull the organizations 
of the crafts of weavers and glovers, if no others, had an absolutely un- 
broken existence from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century ; this is 
very clearly marked in the case of the weavers, whose ordinances of 1564 
begin with reciting those of 1490 (page 207). Then, again, the position 
which the journeymen occupied in the companies is one on which 
additional information is welcome : and we find here that in Hull as 
early as 1490 the journeymen weavers were excluded from taking any 
part in the election of the officers of the company (page 205) ; while 
the almost contemporary ordinances of the glovers (1499) expressly 
limit the right of voting to the "maisters " (page 216). 

But space will not permit us to go on giving illustrations of the sugges- 
tive information which will be found in Dr. Lambert's pages ; enough 
has been said to show that it is a volume that cannot safely be neglected 
by economic historians. Dr. Lambert very truly remarks that 

the actual history of trade and industry in the period from the fifteenth 
to the eighteenth centuries is not only of more importance to us [than the 
earlier] as being the immediate progenitor of the present, but [that it] is also 
apparently almost as " dark " in current economic history as mediaeval times 

CPage8] - W.J. ASHLEV. 

Who Pays your Taxes ? A Consideration of the Question of 
Taxation. By David A. Wells, George H. Adams, Thomas G. Shear- 
man, Julien T. Davies, Joseph Dana Miller, Bolton Hall and others. 
Edited by Bolton Hall and issued by authority of the New York 
Tax Reform Association. New York, Putnams, 1892. — 8vo, 239 pp. 

This is a most disappointing and at the same time a most encouraging 
book. To take its good sides first, not only is it an indication of the 
growth of interest in questions of fiscal reform, but it will in itself serve 
to further this interest. It is written in a popular style ; it explains once 
again — and this cannot be done too often — the defects in our general 
property tax; it contains a history of the successful attempt made in 
New York by the Tax Reform Association to stifle the Listing Bill which 
has periodically appeared ; and it gives a large number of facts whose 
perusal cannot fail to cause the average layman to pause and think. All 
this is very encouraging for those who hope for practical reform. 

On the other hand, the work is disappointing. In the first place, the 
title is misleading. The question " Who pays your taxes ? " would reason- 
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ably lead one to expect a consideration of the question of incidence of 
taxation. But in fact there is exceedingly little discussion of shifting, 
and that little is very superficial. Secondly, the work is mainly a 
compilation of old material — Mr. Wells's report of 1871, Mr. Andrews's 
letters of 1877, Judge Arnou'x's argument of 1884, some old lectures of 
Messrs. Davies and Shearman and an article of Mr. Miller from Belford's 
Magazine. The only new material are the chapters of Mr. Bolton Hall, 
and even one of these is a reprint from Public Opinion. A few words 
as to them. 

Mr. Hall rightly states that " the first step toward correct tax legisla- 
tion is the study of the principles on which it depends," and emphasizes 
the necessity of science. Now while it may be cordially acknowledged 
that Mr. Bolton Hall, who is virtually the New York Tax Reform Asso- 
ciation, has been doing and is doing a most excellent practical work, it 
is not probable that he would be accused by the laymen of being a 
" theorist " or "scientist." There is no evidence in all his pages of any 
acquaintance with the immense literature on the science of taxation 
except (apart from Mill) a few quotations from Fawcett and McCulloch, 
whose conclusions, as every scientist knows, no longer command assent. 
Mr. Hall, moreover, is not very acute. He opposes the protection theory 
of taxation, quoting Mill as authority, but almost immediately afterwards 
he upholds the benefits theory, forgetting that the one is simply a 
branch of the other and that Mill's argument is directed equally 
against each. He opposes the ability theory for the rather novel reason 
that a large tax would then be a discouragement of large abilities, 
whether mental, physical or financial. Mr. Hall devotes just two and a 
half pages to the whole discussion of principles, which he tells us is so 
important. He accepts Henry George's canons ; and like an enthusias- 
tic single-taxer, he finds our system of taxation the main cause of pau- 
perism, of overcrowding of cities, of low wages and of general misery. 
And thus he is led, notwithstanding the fact that he calls the single tax 
"for the present impracticable," to oppose all other taxes but those on 
real estate (avoiding the question whether this includes improvements 
or not) and franchises of corporations. When will our tax reformers 
learn that it is utterly Utopian to expect the abolition of the tax on per- 
sonal property, unless we put some other tax in its stead ? And by that 
other tax I do not necessarily mean (as might be inferred from the 
statement on page 171) a direct income tax. 

Those who expect, then, to find a comprehensive or scientific treatment 
of the system of taxation will be disappointed ; but those who feel that 
the defects of our present system should be more fully appreciated, will 
be encouraged by the appearance of this compilation. 

E. R. A. S. 



